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Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It 
is in worship that we express our theology and 
define our identity. It is through encountering 
God within worship that we are formed and 
transformed as the people of God. One of the 
glories of the Anglican Church is its liturgical 
worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, 

words and actions through which public worship 
is conducted. 

 
The people’s responses are in bold. 

Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee and 

Anishinaabe nations at the time of the creation of the “Dish With One Spoon” wampum 

agreement.  We honour and respect these nations and commit ourselves to walk together 

gently upon this land. 

 

                                  The Gathering of the Community 

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal piece of music during which the congregation can 

prepare for worship. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC  
Passacaglia           Leo Sowerby 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
 



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 
Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

 
 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 

The community may pray silently. The presider then says the collect:  

 

 

 



Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.  Strengthen us by 

your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  

             

 A COLLECT FOR THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY        
 
Heavenly Father, you have called us in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ to continue his 
work of reconciliation and reveal you to the world. Forgive us the sins which tear us apart; 
give us the courage to overcome our fears and to seek that unity which is your gift and your 
will;  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

                    

 

                                         The Proclamation of the Word 

 
THE FIRST READING      Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

This reading is from the book of Nehemiah. 

 

All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe 

Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, 

the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could 

hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it 

facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of 

the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 

attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for 

he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then 

Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up 

their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the 

ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 

sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and 

Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This 

day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they 

heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet 

wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to 

our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength." 

 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 



THE PSALM             19   

The psalms are prayers that Jesus used and cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one 

another.  

           Tone: iii, 1 

 

Cantor  THE HEAV’NS declare your glo-ry, O│ God* 

People  and the firmament shows your han-diwork. 

People  One day tells its tale to another*, 

  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

Although they have no words or language*, 

 and their voices are not heard, 

Choir Their sound has gone out in-to all lands*, 

and their message to the ends of the world. 

In the deep you have set a pa-vil-ion for the sun;* 

it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber, 

 and rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

People  It goes from the uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it a-gain;* 

 nothing is hidden from its burn-ing heat. 

Cantor  The law of God is perfect and re-vives the soul;* 

  the testimony of our God is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

Choir  The statutes of our God are just and re-joice the heart;* 

  the commandment of God is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

The fear of God is clean and en-dures for-ever;* 

 the judgements of our God are true and righteous al-together. 

People  More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,* 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

By them also is your ser-vant enlightened,* 

 and in keeping them there is great reward. 

Cantor  How can I tell how of-ten I off-end?* 

  cleanse me from my se-cret faults. 

Choir  Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 

let them not get do-min-ion over me;* 

then I shall be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offence. 

People Let the words of my mouth and meditation of my heart 

be ac-ceptable in your sight,* 

 O God, my strength and my redeemer. 



THE SECOND READING           1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

This reading is from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.        

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, 

the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, "Because I am 

not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 

And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would 

not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing 

be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God 

arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, 

where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say 

to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 

On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those 

members of the body that we think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our 

less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable 

members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to 

the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may 

have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 

member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and 

individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms 

of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 

Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 

But strive for the greater gifts. 

         

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the Kingdom 

 and cured every disease among the people. 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL        Luke 4:14-21 

This reading is from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict the life, 

teachings, death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to 

show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 



        

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 

spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was 

praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 

the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of 

the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 

written: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour." And he rolled 

up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue 

were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing." 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

THE SERMON      The Right Reverend Susan Bell  

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It illuminates the 

scriptural readings and relates them to daily life. 

 

THE CREED 

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea in 

325AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist, particularly on special 

feast days, declaring our loving trust in the Triune God and exploring the relationship between the three 

“persons” of God – the Creator/Father, Jesus the Christ/Son, and the Holy Spirit..

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

We believe in one God 

   the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light,  

   true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made,  

   of one being with the Father.  

   Through him all things were made.  

   For us and for our salvation  

         he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit  

         he became incarnate from the 

Virgin Mary,  

         and was made man.  

   For our sake he was crucified under  

            Pontius Pilate;  

         he suffered death and was buried.  

         On the third day he rose again  

            in accordance with the 

scriptures;  

   



 he ascended into heaven  

      and is seated at the right hand of  

         the Father.  

   He will come again in glory to judge 

the living    

         and the dead, 

      and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father.  

With the Father and the Son he is 

worshipped and glorified.  

   He has spoken through the prophets.  

   We believe in one holy catholic and  

         apostolic Church.  

   We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  

   We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the universal church, the 

nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those 

who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are a part of a larger 

fellowship, the Church – the Body of Christ.  

Please respond with: 

Kyrie eleison. 

 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The presider invites the people to confession, 

 

In the presence of the God and Father of us all, we meet together to give thanks for the 
spiritual unity which is already ours as members of the Body of Christ.  Let us acknowledge 
our sin, that this unity may, by God’s grace, become a visible unity, so that his Church in 
every place may demonstrate the healing power of the gospel, and be an instrument of his 
peace in the life of the world. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and against one 
another, in thought, and word, and deed.  We are truly sorry for our pride, and for our 
lack of faith, of understanding and of love.  We repent of our narrow-mindedness, of 
our bitterness and our prejudices.  Pardon and forgive us, save us and renew us, that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 

The presider offers absolution and the people respond 

 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PEACE 

The community stands for the Peace. 

 

If our life in Christ means anything, if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in 
common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be united in your conviction and united in 
your love, with a common purpose and a common mind. 
 

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

                                       

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

THE OFFERTORY 

At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of what God has given us, symbolically in the elements, and in 

our contributions towards the work of the church.  

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Rise and Hear                     Sussex 

 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

 

Loving God, before the world began you called us. Make holy all we offer you this day, and 

strengthen us in that calling. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has 

done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 

long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last 

Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We 

begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.” 

 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 



 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
And now we give you thanks because you gather your scattered children into your Church 
to be as one even as you, Father, are one with your Son and the Holy Spirit.  You call us to 
be one people, to praise your wisdom in all your works, to be the body of Christ and the 
dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 

 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his 
command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the 
body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and 
said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and justice 
and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your people, gather us in your 
loving arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and 
glory are yours, O loving Father, forever and ever. 
Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily bread and the 

spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.   

Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.  
God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 
 
The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

THE COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 

THE INVITATION TO SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 

receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impeded them from actually receiving 

Holy Communion. 

 

Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, 

in communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present 

with us not. 

 

Many are made one 

 

We receive you Lord Jesus Christ, 

We welcome your presence in us, and together proclaim our love for you;  With our 

hearts, minds, our souls and our strength, with your whole Church, we proclaim your 

reign, Come to us, though many, and make us one in you.  Amen. 

 

I invite you in the silence of your own hearts to make your own act of Communion with 

Christ. 

 

Come Lord Jesus and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. 

I seek to love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so through your presence 

of bread and wine 

I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. 

As you fill me, so may my love for you and for all your people, 

rise and overflow, 

that with joy and thanksgiving 

I may serve you in the world you love. Amen. 
 

 

 



MUSIC AT COMMUNION 

MOTET    

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me              Edward Elgar  

 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 

poor; He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord; to give unto them 

that mourn a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 

of heaviness; That they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord that 

He might be glorified. For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the 

things that are sown in it to spring forth; So the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring forth before all nations. 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
Let us pray.  Gracious God, our hands have taken holy things; our lives have been nourished 

by the body of your Son. May we who have eaten at this holy table be strengthened for 

service in your world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

The Sending Forth of the Community – Dismissal for Christian Unity 

 
There is one body and one spirit. 

There is one hope to which we were called; 

 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

one God and Father of all. 

 
DISMISSAL GOSPEL 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
[Jesus said,] ‘As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, 
so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may be completely 
one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me.’ 

John 17.21b-23 
At the end the reader says 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



 
THE BLESSING 
 
May God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three persons in one God, inspire you to live as 
one, that you may witness to the perfect unity of his love; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you this day and forever.   
Amen. 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN 

The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Joy                 (CP #631) Paderborn 

 

1. The kingdom of God is justice and joy, 

    for Jesus restores what sin would  

    destroy. 

    God’s power and glory in Jesus we know, 

    and here and hereafter the kingdom shall            

    grow. 

 

2.  The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 

     the captives are freed, the sinners find          

     place. 

     The outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet     

     to share, 

      and hope is awakened in place of despair. 

 

3.  The kingdom of God is challenge and     

     choice: 

     believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 

     His love for us sinners brought Christ to         

     his cross, 

     our crisis of judgement for gain and for      

     loss. 

 

4.  God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the    

     goal, 

     in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 

     The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 

     and all things cry “Glory!” to God All-in-All. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

One in heart and one in mind, and empowered by the Spirit, go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
POSTLUDE 
Prelude and Praise                   Ben Steinberg 
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