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Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is 
in worship that we express our theology and define 
our identity. It is through encountering God within 
worship that we are formed and transformed as the 
people of God. One of the glories of the Anglican 

Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the 
patterns, forms, words and actions through which 

public worship is conducted. 
 

The people’s responses are in bold. 

Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe 

nations at the time of the creation of the “Dish With One Spoon” wampum agreement.  We honour 

and respect these nations and commit ourselves to walk together gently upon this land. 

 

The Season of Creation 

The Season of Creation in the Anglican Church of Canada is an intentional time of prayer, education, 

and action that is observed from September 1st to October 4th each year. Together, we reflect on the 

significance of our baptismal call to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and to respect, sustain 

and renew the life of the earth. We remember that we are charged to act as stewards to care for 

creation, not to seek to exploit it for our own purposes. And we reflect on the urgency and importance 

of the climate crisis, as we pray for God’s grace to amend our lives and work toward a sustainable 

future. 

 

 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              The Gathering of the Community 

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal piece of music during 

which the congregation can prepare for worship. 

GATHERING MUSIC    Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring                      J.S. Bach 

 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 

OPENING HYMN   Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service           (CP#585)     

1.  Lord, whose love in humble service 

  bore the weight of human need, 

  who upon the cross, forsaken, 

  worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 

  we, your servants, bring the worship  

  not of voice alone, but heart; 

  consecrating to your purpose 

  every gift which you impart. 

2.  Still your children wander homeless; 

  still the hungry cry for bread; 

  still the captives long for freedom; 

  still in grief we mourn our dead. 

  As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

  healed the sick and freed the soul; 

  by your Spirit send your power 

  to our world to make it whole. 

3.  As we worship, grant us vision 

  till your love’s revealing light 

  in its height and depth and greatness 

  dawns upon our quickened sight, 

  making known the needs and burdens 

  your compassion bids us bear, 

  stirring us to ardent service, 

  your abundant life to share. 

 

 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 



THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 

our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 
THE COLLECT FOR CREATION 

The community may pray silently. The president then says the collect:  

God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the morning stars sang together  

and the host of heaven shouted for joy; open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach 

us to see all things for good, to the honour of your glorious name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

 

THE FIRST READING             Jeremiah 18. 1-11 

A reading from the book of Jeremiah. 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: "Come, go down to the potter's house, and 

there I will let you hear my words." So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was 

working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's hand, and 

he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. Then the word of the Lord came 

to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. 

Just like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment 

I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and 

destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change 

my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may 

declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my 

sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended 

to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus 

says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. 

Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PSALM                    139 

The psalms are prayers that Jesus used and cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one 

another.  

 

 

Refrain  

1  Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 

 you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2  You trace my journeys and my rest-ing-places * 

 and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3  Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

 but you, O Lord, know it al-together. 

5  Such knowledge is too wonder-ful for me; * 

 it is so high that I cannot at-tain to it. 

Refrain  

12  For you yourself created my in-most parts; * 

 you knit me together in my moth-er’s womb. 

13  I will thank you because I am marvell-ous-ly made; * 

 your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14  My body was not hid-den from you, * 

 while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15     Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the 

    womb; all of them were written in your book; * 

 they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 

 Refrain 

 

 
THE SECOND READING                   Philemon 1-21 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to Philemon.  

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and 

co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your 

house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. When I 

remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the 

saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 

effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received 

much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been 

refreshed through you, my brother. For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to 

command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love - and I, 

Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you 



for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he 

was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that 

is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service 

to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing 

without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 

forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might 

have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother - especially 

to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. So if you consider me 

your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way, or 

owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I 

will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have 

this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I 

am writing to you, knowing that you will do more than I say. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                     Luke 14:25-33 

 This reading is from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict the life, teachings, 

death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show the 

particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

Let your countenance shine upon your servant, and teach me your statutes. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now large crowds were travelling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever comes 

to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and 

even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot 

be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 

estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid 

a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, 'This 

fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against 

another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to 



oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the 

other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none 

of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions." 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
THE SERMON                  The Rev. Jeff Potter  

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It illuminates the scriptural 

readings and relates them to daily life. 

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.”  

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again  
to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the universal church, the nation and 

all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need or suffer, and 

for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are a part of a larger fellowship, the Church – the Body of Christ.  

God, our Creator, 
In your mercy, hear us. 



THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Confessing our sins, receiving forgiveness (absolution) and showing signs of peace to one another prepare us to receive Christ 

in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, and repent of the ways in which we waste the 
resources of the world. 

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s creation. God our Creator, we 
are sorry for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully. Hear our prayer, 
and in your mercy:  

Forgive us and help us.  

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.  
God our Creator, in your mercy:  

Forgive us and help us.  

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry.  
God our Creator, in your mercy:  

Forgive us and help us.  

We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have made.  
God our Creator, in your mercy:  

Forgive us and help us.  

We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven.  
God our Creator, in your mercy:  

Forgive us and help us.  

The presider offers absolution and the people respond 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 

you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;  
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,  
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

THE OFFERTORY 

At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of what God has given us, symbolically in the elements, and in our contributions 

towards the work of the church.  

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN    Lord, Your Hands Have Formed This World               (SNC #93) 

1. Lord, your hands have formed this world,  

every part is shaped by you –  

water rumbling over rocks, air and sunlight:  

each day’s signs that you make all things new. 

2. Yours the soil that holds the seed,  

you give warmth and moisture too –  

sprouting blossoms, crops and buds, trees and plants: the  

season’s signs that you make all things new. 

3. Like a mat you roll out land –  

space to build, for us and you,  

earthly homes and, better still, homes for Christ: the  

truest sign that you make all things new. 

 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Great and holy God, accept our offering of labour and love. May we bring you true and spiritual worship 

and be one with you. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has done for us in 

the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a long prayer with four parts. 

Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave 

bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning 

“Lift up your hearts.” 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

it is right to give our thanks and praise. 



God of power and might, you spoke the Word and all that is in heaven and on the earth, all things, came 

to be. Your Spirit hovered over the primal elements, and you brought forth life in forms innumerable, 

including this our fragile earth, and we amongst its inhabitants.  

As our past is in you, so our hope for the future rests with you.  As we have turned from your way, so we 

turn again to the warmth of your love. Through you all things are brought to new life. 

And now we give you thanks for the glories of your creation given into our care, and for the opportunities 
we have to share that richness with all your people. And so with the wonders of creation and the songs 
of praise of all your creatures both in heaven and on earth we praise you now and forever saying:  
 

   

In the night that Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, work of human hands, gift of our earth, and gave 
thanks to God. He broke the bread to speak to us of the breaking of his body upon the cross. He gave it 
to his friends and said: Take and eat, for this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me. 
 
He took the wine, work of human hands, gift of our earth, and gave thanks to God, Creator. He poured 
out the wine to speak to us of the pouring out of his blood. He gave it to his friends saying: This is my 
blood of the new covenant, shed for you and for all creation for the forgiveness of sins. Every time you 
drink of the wine, do this in remembrance of me. 
 
So we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 
 
Therefore God, we who seek your reconciliation; we who need reconciliation one with another; we who 
hope for reconciliation with all creation, draw close to this mystery. In being broken, spilt and buried, life 
sprang forth again. In the breaking, there is an opening up; in the spilling, there are the roots of sharing; 
in death and burial, there is the seed of the new life to come. 
 
As we look in our world, in our lives, and in our hearts, for his second coming, keep us close to this vision 
that we have seen. Through the giving in the bread and wine, reconcile us to our world and give us the 
broken oneness, the spilt unity, and the buried resurrection by which we can restore your creation and 
fulfil your will. 
 



Send upon us, and upon all your creation, the life giving Spirit who first moved upon the waters of the 
deep. Stir in us the creative and redeem the destructive. Unite us with you through the body and blood of 
your Son, your Word made flesh as your Word has made flesh. 
 
By whom, and with whom and in whom, in the unity of your Creative Spirit, with all that has been, is, and 
will be in your universe, we stand before you and worship you, God of all, in songs of everlasting praise, 
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.  
Amen.      
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily bread and the spiritual food 

we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

We, being many, are one body for we all share in the one bread. 

 

 

THE COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
MUSIC AT COMMUNION   Adoro Te Devote                  Charles Gounod 

I devoutly adore you, O hidden Deity, 

Truly hidden beneath these appearances. 

My whole heart submits to you, 

And in contemplating you, It surrenders itself completely. 

Sight, touch, taste are all deceived in their judgment of you, 
But hearing suffices firmly to believe. 
I believe all that the Son of God has spoken; 
There is nothing truer than this word of truth.  

(St Thomas Aquinas) 

The Sending Forth of the Community 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Father, your word and sacrament give us food and life.May we who have shared in holy things bear fruit 
to your honour and glory, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

THE BLESSING 

God the Father, who created the world, give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation.  
Amen.  

God the Son, who redeemed the world, inspire you to go out as labourers into his harvest.  
Amen.  

God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole creation, help you to bear his fruits of love, joy and 
peace  
Amen.  

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always.  
Amen.  



CLOSING HYMN I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say           (CP#508) 

1.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

  “Come unto me and rest; 

  lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

  thy head upon my breast.” 

  I came to Jesus as I was, 

  so weary, worn, and sad; 

  I found in him a resting place, 

  and he has made me glad. 

 

2.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

  “Behold, I freely give 

  the living water; thirsty one, 

  stoop down and drink and live.” 

  I came to Jesus and I drank 

  of that life-giving stream; 

  my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

  and now I live in him. 

 

3.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

  “I am this dark world’s light; 

  look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 

  and all thy day be bright.” 

  I looked to Jesus and I found 

  in him my star, my sun; 

  and in that light of life I’ll walk 

  till travelling days are done. 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 

Tend the earth,  
care for God’s good creation,  
and bring forth the fruits of righteousness.  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  
Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE   Fantasia in C                J.S. Bach 
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PERMISSIONS 

Collect for creation From A New Zealand Prayer Book, p. 569. Eucharistic Prayer from The Anglican Church of Southern Africa - Season 
of Creation Book 3. 


