
Morning Prayer  

Wed September 21 2022  

Book of Alternative Services  

St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
 

 

The Gathering of the Community 

 

Introductory Responses 

 

Priest  God’s love has been poured into our hearts.  

People We dwell in him and he in us.  

 

Priest  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name;  

People Make known his deeds among the peoples.  

 

Priest  Sing to him, sing praises to him,  

People And speak of all his marvellous works.  

 

Priest  Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty,  

People Who was and is and is to come! 

 
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

We run the race set before us, surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. Therefore let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which clings so closely, bringing them to Jesus in penitence and faith. 
 

Priest    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  
   

Silent prayer and recollection of sins.   

 

Priest  Most merciful God,   

All      

   

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 

Amen.   

Priest Almighty God have mercy upon you, + pardon and deliver you from all  your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People   Amen.  

 

  



The Invitatory 

 

Priest   The Lord is glorious in his saints.  

People  O come, let us worship.    

  

The Souls of the Righteous   Wisdom 3.1–8  

 

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God; * no torment shall ever touch them.  

In the eyes of the unwise they seemed to be dead, * their departure was taken for defeat,  

their going from us to be disaster; * but they are in peace.  

Though they appeared to be punished * their hope is rich in immortality.  

Small their affliction, great their blessing; * God proved and found them worthy of himself.  

Like gold in a furnace he tried them, * and accepted them as an oblation.  

In the moment of God’s coming they shall kindle into flame * and run like sparks through the 

stubble. They shall govern nations and peoples, * and the Lord shall be their ruler for ever. 

 

Priest   The Lord is glorious in his saints. 

People  O come, let us worship.    

   

The Proclamation of the Word 

  

The First Reading  Isaiah 8.11-20 

   

Reader  A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

For the LORD spoke thus to me while his hand was strong upon me, and warned me not to walk in the 
way of this people, saying: Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear 
what it fears, or be in dread. But the LORD of hosts, him you shall regard as holy; let him be your fear, 
and let him be your dread. He will become a sanctuary, a stone one strikes against; for both houses of 
Israel he will become a rock one stumbles over—a trap and a snare for the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. And many among them shall stumble; they shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared 
and taken. 

Bind up the testimony, seal the teaching among my disciples. I will wait for the LORD, who is hiding his 
face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him. See, I and the children whom the LORD has given 
me are signs and portents in Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. Now if people 
say to you, ‘Consult the ghosts and the familiar spirits that chirp and mutter; should not a people consult 
their gods, the dead on behalf of the living, for teaching and for instruction?’ surely, those who speak 
like this will have no dawn! 

Reader The word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 119.41-64  BAS 871 ff 

To be said responsively, by the half-verse 

 

41 Let your loving-kindness come to me, O Lord, * and your salvation, according to your promise.  

42 Then shall I have a word for those who taunt me, * because I trust in your words.  

43 Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, * for my hope is in your judgements.  

44 I shall continue to keep your law; * I shall keep it for ever and ever.  

45 I will walk at liberty, * because I study your commandments.  

46 I will tell of your decrees before kings * and will not be ashamed.  

47 I delight in your commandments, * which I have always loved.  

48 I will lift up my hands to your commandments, * and I will meditate on your statutes.  

 

49 Remember your word to your servant, * because you have given me hope.  

50 This is my comfort in my trouble, * that your promise gives me life.  

51 The proud have derided me cruelly, * but I have not turned from your law.  

52 When I remember your judgements of old, * O Lord, I take great comfort.  

53 I am filled with a burning rage, * because of the wicked who forsake your law.  

54 Your statutes have been like songs to me * wherever I have lived as a stranger.  

55 I remember your name in the night, O Lord, * and dwell upon your law.  

56 This is how it has been with me, * because I have kept your commandments.  

 

57 You only are my portion, O Lord; * I have promised to keep your words.  

58 I entreat you with all my heart, * be merciful to me according to your promise.  

59 I have considered my ways * and turned my feet toward your decrees.  

60 I hasten and do not tarry * to keep your commandments.  

61 Though the cords of the wicked entangle me, * I do not forget your law.  

62 At midnight I will rise to give you thanks, * because of your righteous judgements.  

63 I am a companion of all who fear you * and of those who keep your commandments.  

64 The earth, O Lord, is full of your love; * instruct me in your statutes. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now and 

will be forever. Amen.  

 

The Second Reading  Romans 10.1-15 

   

Reader           A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. I can 
testify that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. For, being ignorant of the righteousness 
that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they have not submitted to God’s 
righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who 
believes. 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that ‘the person who does these 
things will live by them.’ But the righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, 
“Who will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or “Who will descend into the 
abyss?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? 
‘The word is near you, 
   on your lips and in your heart’ 



(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with 
the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, 
‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one 
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And 
how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!’ 

Reader  The word of the Lord.   

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

Affirmation of Faith   Apostles’ Creed 

    

Priest    Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 Intercessions   

  

Collect of the Day  

  

Priest Almighty God, who through your Son called Matthew to be your apostle and evangelist, 

free us from all greed and selfish love, that we may follow in the steps of Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   

All Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer   

   

Priest 

 

All  

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us sing as our Saviour taught us… 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.   

 

Priest   Let us bless the Lord.  

People   

  

Thanks be to God.  

Priest  

 

God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations, 
bring you, with all the saints, 
to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

People Amen.  

 


