
Morning Prayer  

Wednesday Oct 26 2022 

Book of Alternative Services 

Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons 

 
The Gathering of the Community 

 

Introductory Responses 

 

Leader God’s love has been poured into our hearts.  

People We dwell in him and he in us.  

 

Leader Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name;  

People Make known his deeds among the peoples.  

 

Leader Sing to him, sing praises to him,  

People And speak of all his marvellous works.  

 

Leader Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty,  

People Who was and is and is to come! 

 
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Priest    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  
   

Silent prayer and recollection of sins.   

 

Priest  Most merciful God,   

All      

   

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 

Amen.   

Priest Almighty God have mercy upon you, + pardon and deliver you from all  your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People   Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 



The Invitatory  

   

Leader           God rules over all the earth: 
People          O come, let us worship.   

 

Venite Psalm 95.1–7  

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * and raise a loud shout to him with 

psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, * and a great king above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his for he made it, * and his hands have moulded the dry land.  

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our maker.  

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * Oh, that 

today you would hearken to his voice!   

 

Leader         God rules over all the earth: 
People         O come, let us worship.     

   

The Proclamation of the Word 

  

The First Reading  Sirach 28.14-26   

   

Reader        A reading from the Book of Sirach. 

 

Slander has shaken many, 

   and scattered them from nation to nation; 

it has destroyed strong cities, 

   and overturned the houses of the great. 

Slander has driven virtuous women from their homes, 

   and deprived them of the fruit of their toil. 

Those who pay heed to slander will not find rest, 

   nor will they settle down in peace. 

The blow of a whip raises a welt, 

   but a blow of the tongue crushes the bones. 

Many have fallen by the edge of the sword, 

   but not as many as have fallen because of the tongue. 

Happy is one who is protected from it, 

   who has not been exposed to its anger, 

who has not borne its yoke, 

   and has not been bound with its fetters. 

For its yoke is a yoke of iron, 

   and its fetters are fetters of bronze; 

its death is an evil death, 

   and Hades is preferable to it. 

It has no power over the godly; 

   they will not be burned in its flame. 

Those who forsake the Lord will fall into its power; 



   it will burn among them and will not be put out. 

It will be sent out against them like a lion; 

   like a leopard it will mangle them. 

As you fence in your property with thorns, 

   so make a door and a bolt for your mouth. 

As you lock up your silver and gold, 

   so make balances and scales for your words. 

Take care not to err with your tongue, 

   and fall victim to one lying in wait. 

 
Reader The word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm 119.49-72   BAS 871ff  

 

49 Remember your word to your servant, * because you have given me hope.  

50 This is my comfort in my trouble, * that your promise gives me life.  

51 The proud have derided me cruelly, * but I have not turned from your law.  

52 When I remember your judgements of old, * O Lord, I take great comfort.  

53 I am filled with a burning rage, * because of the wicked who forsake your law.  

54 Your statutes have been like songs to me * wherever I have lived as a stranger.  

55 I remember your name in the night, O Lord, * and dwell upon your law.  

56 This is how it has been with me, * because I have kept your commandments.  

 

57 You only are my portion, O Lord; * I have promised to keep your words.  

58 I entreat you with all my heart, * be merciful to me according to your promise.  

59 I have considered my ways * and turned my feet toward your decrees.  

60 I hasten and do not tarry * to keep your commandments.  

61 Though the cords of the wicked entangle me, * I do not forget your law.  

62 At midnight I will rise to give you thanks, * because of your righteous judgements.  

63 I am a companion of all who fear you * and of those who keep your commandments.  

64 The earth, O Lord, is full of your love; * instruct me in your statutes.  

 

65 O Lord, you have dealt graciously with your servant, * according to your word.  

66 Teach me discernment and knowledge, * for I have believed in your commandments.  

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, * but now I keep your word.  

68 You are good and you bring forth good; * instruct me in your statutes.  

69 The proud have smeared me with lies, * but I will keep your commandments with my 

whole heart.  

70 Their heart is gross and fat, * but my delight is in your law.  

71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted, * that I might learn your statutes.  

72 The law of your mouth is dearer to me * than thousands in gold and silver. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now and 

will be forever. Amen.  

 

 

 



The Second Reading Revelation 12.1-6  

 

Reader            A reading from the Revelation to John.  

 

A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and 

on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in the agony 

of giving birth. Then another portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven heads and 

ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and 

threw them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bear a child, so 

that he might devour her child as soon as it was born. And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who 

is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was snatched away and taken to God and to 

his throne; and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, so that 

there she can be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

 
Reader  The word of the Lord.   

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

Affirmation of Faith  

 

Priest    Let us confess our faith, as we say,    

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. This is the first and the great commandment.  

The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.  

There is no commandment greater than these. 

 

Intercessions   

  

Collect of the Day  

  

Priest Almighty and everlasting God, who in the heart of your servant Alfred the Great kindled 

the flame of your love, give us, your humble servants, such faith and power of love, that 

as we rejoice in his/her triumph, we may profit by his/her example; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen.  

 

 

 

Collect for Parish Renewal of Faith 

 

Priest Almighty God, you have given your Holy Spirit to the Church to lead us into all truth: bless 

with the Spirit’s grace and presence the members of our Cathedral community; fill our 

hearts and minds with your vision for our life together and unite us all in your love that 

we may manifest your glory and prepare the way of your reign in our midst; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer   

   

Priest 

 

All  

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.   

 

Priest   The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,  
give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
be upon you this day and forever.  

People   

  

Amen.  

Priest 

People 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.   

 

 


