
 

Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe 

nations at the time of the creation of the “Dish With One Spoon” wampum agreement.  We honour and 

respect these nations and commit ourselves to walk together gently upon this land. 
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Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our identity. It is 
through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of God. One of the glories of the 

Anglican Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words and actions through which public 
worship is conducted. 

 
The people’s responses are in bold. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



The Gathering of the Community 

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal piece of music during which the 

congregation can prepare for worship. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland       J.S. Bach Psalm Prelude Set I, No. II, Herbert Howel 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
  
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                    CP#89 (Vs.1-5) 
 

 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

 Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you , O Israel 

 

2. O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

 who orders all things mightily; 

 to us the path of knowledge show, 

 and teach us in her ways to go. 

 Refrain 

 

3. O come, O come, great Lord of might, 

 who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 

 in ancient times once gave the law, 

 in cloud and majesty and awe. 

 Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, 

 from every foe deliver them 

 that trust your mighty power to save, 

 and give them victory o’er the grave. 

 Refrain 

 

 

5. O come, O Key of David, come, 

 and open wide our heavenly home; 

 make safe the way that leads on high, 

 and close the path to misery. 

 Refrain



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 
Almighty God,   
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
AN ADVENT BIDDING 

My brothers and sisters, we enter today the solemn season of Advent in which the Church bids us prepare 

to celebrate the coming of Christ; a coming that we recall in the Child of Bethlehem; a coming that we 

experience in the gift of his Spirit, in the bread of the Eucharist, in the joy of human lives that are shared; a 

coming we wait for when God gathers up all things in Christ.   

Let us in this holy season reflect on the coming of Christ who brings light to the world. Let us leave behind 

the darkness of sin, walk in the light that shines on our path and renew within ourselves the hope of glory 

to which he beckons us. And as we turn towards the light, let us have on our hearts all those who see no 

light, for whom all is darkness and despair. Let us pray that they too may be illumined by Christ who is our 

light. 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

The tradition of the Advent Wreath goes back to early Europe. The successive lighting of four candles on each Sunday in 

Advent symbolizes the marking of the weeks leading to Christmas and the Birth of Our Lord as well as the sense of 

increasing Light in the face of lengthening Darkness. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has begotten us again unto a living hope! 

Let us now light a candle of Hope. 

 

The candle-lighter lights the first candle on the wreath and then asks... 

Candle-lighter:   What is our Hope? 

  

Our hope is in the Word made flesh, the Lord Jesus who was crucified and yet raised  from the dead, who 

sits now at the right hand of the Father in majesty and power. He will come in glory to redeem the world 

and us with it. 

Blessed indeed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has begotten us again unto  

this living hope. 

 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

  

The community prays in silent expectation. 

 

 



Most merciful God, you are ever faithful to your promises to your people.  

Do not let us be put to shame but give us the assurance of a future filled with hope in which 

your justice will triumph. This we ask for the sake of your steadfast love in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

ADVENT RESPONSE Hope Is a Star               SNC#35 (vs.1) 
 
1. Hope is a star that shines in the night, 
 leading us on till the morning is bright. 
  
 When God is a child there’s joy in our song.  
 The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
 and none shall be afraid. 
 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The community may pray silently. The presider then says the collect:  

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light, now in the 

time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility, that on the last day, when 

he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

                                      The Proclamation of the Word 

 

THE FIRST READING                                            Isaiah 2.1-5 

A reading from the book of Isaiah 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of 

the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all 

the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 

Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 

the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 

spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



THE PSALM             #122 

 

 

1 I was glad when they / said to / me, * 

“Let us / go to • the / house of • the / Lord.” 

2 Now our / feet are / standing * 

within your / gätes / O Jer/usalem. 

 

3 Jerusalem is / built • as a / city * 

that is at / uni•ty / with it/self. 

4 To which the tribes go up, the / tribes • of the / Lord, * 

the assembly of Israel, to / praise the / name • of the / Lord. 

 

5 For there are the / thrones of / judgement, * 

the / thrones • of the / house of / David. 

6 Pray for the / peace • of Jer/usalem: * 

”May they / prosper who / löve / you. 

2nd 7 Peace be with/in your / walls * 

and / quiet•ness with/in your / towers. 

 

8 For my brethren and com/panions’ / sake, * 

I / pray for / your pros/perity. 

9 Because of the house of the / Lord our / God, * 

I will/seek to/do you/good 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE SECOND READING                                                     Romans 13. 11-14 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 

is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 

aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in 

revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put 

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.      

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 

You Servants of the Lord                  CP#93 (vs.1-3)

 

1. You servants of the Lord, 

 each in your calling wait, 

 observant of his heavenly Word, 

 and watchful at his gate. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Let all your lamps be bright, 

 and trim the golden flame; 

 attentive stand, as in his sight, 

 for awesome is his name. 

 

3. Watch; ‘tis your Lord’s command, 

 and while we speak, he’s near; 

 mark the first signal of his hand, 

 and ready all appear. 

 

       

THE HOLY GOSPEL                       Matthew 24.36-44 

This reading is from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict the life, teachings, death, 

resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show the particular 

importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.      

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 

the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 

Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner 

of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 



and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
GRADUAL HYMN 

 

You Servants of the Lord                    CP #93 (vs.4-5) 

4.         How happy shall we be 

            if in his service found! 

            We shall our Lord with rapture see 

            and be with honour crowned! 

 

5.          Christ shall the banquet spread 

             with his own royal hand, 

             and raise each faithful servant’s    

             head amid the angelic band.

THE SERMON                                                       The Dean 

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It illuminates the 

scriptural readings and relates them to daily life. 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea in 

325AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist, particularly on special 

feast days, declaring our loving trust in the Triune God and exploring the relationship between the three 

“persons” of God – the Creator/Father, Jesus the Christ/Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 



For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and Son 
he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the universal church, the 

nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those 

who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are a part of a larger 

fellowship, the Church – the Body of Christ.  

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The presider invites the people to confession, 

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light things now hidden in darkness, and will disclose 

the purposes of the heart. In that light, we confess our sins. 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not 

loved our neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us 

to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may act justly, love 

mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

The presider offers absolution and the people respond 

Almighty God, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 

and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

 



THE PEACE 

The community stands for the Peace. 

 

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, to give to 

those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way 

of peace.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

                                     The Celebration of the Eucharist 

THE OFFERTORY 

At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of what God has given us, symbolically in the elements, and in 

our contributions towards the work of the church. All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s 

ministry of sharing God’s love with the world either by depositing your gift in the receptacle near the baptismal 

font or by donating online at www.cathedralhamilton.ca 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring                                                                                CP#97 

1. Jesus came, the heavens adoring, 

came with peace from realms on 

high. 

 Jesus came for our redemption, 

 lowly came on earth to die: 

 alleluia, alleluia! 

 came in deep humility. 

 

2. Jesus comes again in mercy, 

when our hearts are bowed with 

care. 

 Jesus comes again in answer 

 to our earnest heartfelt prayer, 

 alleluia, alleluia! 

 comes to save us from despair. 

 

3. Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 

 bringing news of sins forgiven. 

 Jesus comes in sounds of gladness, 

 leading souls redeemed to heaven. 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Now the gate of death is riven. 

 

4. Jesus comes on clouds triumphant, 

 when the heavens shall pass away. 

 Jesus comes again in glory: 

 let us then our homage pay, 

 alleluia, alleluia! 

 till the dawn of endless day. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Let us pray. 

God of love and power, your word stirs within us the expectation of the coming of your Son. Accept all we 

offer you this day, and sustain us with your promise of eternal life. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

about:blank


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has done for us in 

the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a long prayer with four parts. 

Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave 

bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning 

“Lift up your hearts.” 

The Lord be with you.     

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.      

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker. Out of nothing, you called all worlds to be, and still you 
draw the universe to its fulfillment. Dawn and evening celebrate your glory till time shall be no more.  In 
Christ your Son, the life of heaven and earth were joined, sealing the promise of a new creation, given, yet 
still to come. 
 
Taught by your Spirit, we who bear your threefold likeness look for the City of Peace in whose light we are 

transfigured and the earth transformed. 

 

As children of your redeeming purpose who await the coming of your Son, we offer you our praise, with 

angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing the hymn of your unending glory:   

 

 
Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father. In Jesus you showed us yourself. Our hope is built 

on him, the first, the last, the living one. Obedient, even to accepting death, He opened the gate of glory and 

calls us now to share the life of heaven. 

 



Before he was given up to suffering and death, alight with the vision of a feast that heralded a kingdom yet 

to come, at supper with his disciples he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it 

to them, saying: "Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.” 

 

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying:  

"Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins 

may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me."   

 

We now obey your Son's command. We recall his blessed passion and death, his glorious resurrection and 

ascension; and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. Made one with him, we offer you these gifts with 

them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 

 

Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this wine, that, 

overshadowed by his life-giving power, they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled 

with the fire of your love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom.  

 

Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your praise and glory; may 

we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new creation, we enter into our heritage in the 

company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, and prophets, and of all our brothers and sisters living and 

departed. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honour and glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily bread and the spiritual food we 

receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.  

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 

Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God.  



LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

MUSIC AT COMMUNION 

E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come                                                       Paul Manz 

Peace be to you and grace from him 

Who freed us from our sins, 

Who loved us all and shed his blood 

That we might saved be. 

 

Sing holy, holy to our Lord, 

The Lord, Almighty God, 

Who was and is and is to come; 

Sing holy, holy Lord! 

 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 

Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 

For Christ is coming, is coming soon, 

For Christ is coming soon! 

 

E'en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 

And night shall be no more; 

They need no light nor lamp nor sun, 

For Christ will be their All!

 

(Revelation 22, adapted by Ruth Manz) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, you have fed us with the bread of eternal life. Keep us ever watchful, that we may 
be ready to stand before the Son of man. We ask this in the name of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 
 
Glory to God,  
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God 
from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path, and make you 
ready to meet him when he comes in glory: and the blessing of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be 
with you and remain with you always. 
Amen.  

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 
Awake, Awake! Fling Off the Night CP#599 
  

1. Awake! Awake! Fling off the night, 

 for God has sent a glorious light, 

 and we who live in Christ’s new day 

 must works of darkness put away. 

 

2. Awake and sing, with praises strong, 

 in psalm and hymn and spirit -song.  

 Let love our words and works renew 

 with all that’s good and right and true. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Let in the light; all sin expose 

 to Christ, whose life no darkness knows. 

 Before the cross expectant kneel, 

 that Christ may judge, and judging, heal. 

 

4. Then rise as children of the light. 

 Be neither proud, nor hide from sight. 

 Be careful how you live, and wise 

 to sift the truth from cunning lies. 

 

5. Through Christ give thanks to God, and 

say to other sleepers on the way: 

 “Awake, and rise up from the dead 

 that Christ may shine on you instead!” 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Credo           J.S Bach 
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