
Morning Prayer  

Wednesday January 4 2023 

Book of Alternative Services 

Christmas Feria 

 
The Gathering of the Community 

 

Introductory Responses 

 

Leader Blessed are you, O Christ, Son of God, you were before time began and came into the 

world to save us. Blessed are you, Sun of righteousness; you shine with the Father’s 

love and illumine the whole universe. Blessed are you, Son of Mary; born a child, you 

shared our humanity.  

People Let heaven and earth shout their praise.  

 

Leader Blessed are you, Son of David; born to rule, you received gifts from the wise men. 

Blessed are you, Son of Man; baptized by John, you saved us from ourselves. Blessed 

are you, heavenly King; teaching and preaching, healing and comforting, you 

proclaimed the kingdom.  

People Let heaven and earth shout their praise.   

 

Leader With all the voices of heaven we celebrate the coming of our Saviour  

People Let heaven and earth shout their praise.    

 

Leader With all the creatures on earth we sing and dance at his birth.  

People Praise and honour and glory to you, O Lord most high. 

 
Priest    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  
   
Silent prayer and recollection of sins.   
 

Priest  Most merciful God,   

All      

   

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 
as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,  
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 
Amen.   

Priest Almighty God have mercy upon you, + pardon and deliver you from all  your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People   Amen.  

 

 

The Invitatory  

   



Leader           The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 
People          O come, let us worship.   

 

A Song of Creation 1  Song of the Three 35-51 
 
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * O heavens and all waters above the 
heavens.  
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * all winds and fire and heat.  
Winter and summer, glorify the Lord, * praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * drops of dew and flakes of snow.  
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * O shining light and enfolding dark.  
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Leader         The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 
People         O come, let us worship.     

   

The Proclamation of the Word 

  

The First Reading  Exodus 3.1-12  

   
Reader          A reading from the Book of Exodus. 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him 
in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then 
Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.’ When 
the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And 
he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place 
on which you are standing is holy ground.’ He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look 
at God. 

Then the LORD said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry 
on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them 
from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians 
oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ But 
Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ He 
said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought 
the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’ 

 
Reader The word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.   

 



Psalms 85, 87   BAS 818 ff.  

 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, * you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.  
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * and blotted out all their sins.  

3 You have withdrawn all your fury * and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.  

4 Restore us then, O God our Saviour; * let your anger depart from us.  

5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? * will you prolong your anger from age to age?  

6 Will you not give us life again, * that your people may rejoice in you?  

7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, * and grant us your salvation.  
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him.  

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * that his glory may dwell in our land.  
10 Mercy and truth have met together; * righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * and righteousness shall look down from heaven.  

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * and our land will yield its increase.  

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 
1 On the holy mountain stands the city he has founded; * the Lord loves the gates of Zion more 

than all the dwellings of Jacob.  

2 Glorious things are spoken of you, * O city of our God.  
3 I count Egypt and Babylon among those who know me; * behold Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia: 

in Zion were they born.  
4 Of Zion it shall be said, ”Everyone was born in her, * and the Most High himself shall sustain 
her.”  

5 The Lord will record as he enrolls the peoples, * “These also were born there.”  

6 The singers and the dancers will say, * “All my fresh springs are in you.” 

 

Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Second Reading   Hebrews 11.23-31 

 

Reader           A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 

By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth, because they saw that the 
child was beautiful; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown 
up, refused to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the 
people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to 
be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the reward. By faith he left 
Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; for he persevered as though he saw him who is invisible. By faith 
he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch 
the firstborn of Israel. 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted 
to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven 
days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
received the spies in peace. 

Reader  The word of the Lord.   

People  Thanks be to God.   

 



Affirmation of Faith  

 
Priest    Let us confess our faith, as we say,    

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. This is the first and the great commandment.  
The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.  
There is no commandment greater than these. 

 

Intercessions   

  

Collect of the Day  

  

Priest God of power and life, the glory of all who believe in you, fill the world with your splendour 
and show the nations the light of your truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen.  
 
 
Collect for Parish Renewal of Faith 
 
Priest Almighty God, you have given your Holy Spirit to the Church to lead us into all truth: bless 

with the Spirit’s grace and presence the members of our Cathedral community; fill our 
hearts and minds with your vision for our life together and unite us all in your love that 
we may manifest your glory and prepare the way of your reign in our midst; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer   

   

Priest 

 

All  

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.   
 

Priest   May God the Father keep you in all your days. 
May God the Son shield you in all your ways. 
May God the Spirit bring you healing and peace. 
May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you 
and pour upon you blessing and light. 

People   

  

Amen.  

Priest 
People 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
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