
 

Morning Prayer  

Wednesday January 18 2023 

Book of Alternative Services 

Confession of St. Peter 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 
The Gathering of the Community 

 

Introductory Responses 

 

Leader Blessed are you, O Christ, Son of God, you were before time began and came into the 

world to save us. Blessed are you, Sun of righteousness; you shine with the Father’s 

love and illumine the whole universe. Blessed are you, Son of Mary; born a child, you 

shared our humanity.  

People Let heaven and earth shout their praise.  

 

Leader Blessed are you, Son of David; born to rule, you received gifts from the wise men. 

Blessed are you, Son of Man; baptized by John, you saved us from ourselves. Blessed 

are you, heavenly King; teaching and preaching, healing and comforting, you 

proclaimed the kingdom.  

People Let heaven and earth shout their praise.   

 

Leader With all the voices of heaven we celebrate the coming of our Saviour  

People Let heaven and earth shout their praise.    

 

Leader With all the creatures on earth we sing and dance at his birth.  

People Praise and honour and glory to you, O Lord most high. 

 
Priest    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  
   

Silent prayer and recollection of sins.   

 

Priest  Most merciful God,   

All      

   

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 

Amen.   

Priest Almighty God have mercy upon you, + pardon and deliver you from all  your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People   Amen.  



The Invitatory  

 
Leader           The Lord is glorious in the saints: 
People          O come, let us worship.   

 

The Souls of the Righteous Wisdom 3.1-8  BAS 80 

 

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God; * no torment shall ever touch them.  

In the eyes of the unwise they seemed to be dead, * their departure was taken for defeat,  

their going from us to be disaster; * but they are in peace.  

Though they appeared to be punished * their hope is rich in immortality.  

Small their affliction, great their blessing; * God proved and found them worthy of himself.  

Like gold in a furnace he tried them, * and accepted them as an oblation.  

In the moment of God’s coming they shall kindle into flame * and run like sparks through the 

stubble. They shall govern nations and peoples, * and the Lord shall be their ruler for ever. 

 

Leader         The Lord is glorious in the saints: 
People         O come, let us worship.     

   

The Proclamation of the Word 

  

The First Reading  Ezekiel 3.4-11  

   

Reader          A reading from the Book of Ezekiel. 

 

He said to me: Mortal, go to the house of Israel and speak my very words to them. For you are 

not sent to a people of obscure speech and difficult language, but to the house of Israel— not to 

many peoples of obscure speech and difficult language, whose words you cannot understand. 

Surely, if I sent you to them, they would listen to you. But the house of Israel will not listen to you, 

for they are not willing to listen to me; because all the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a 

stubborn heart. See, I have made your face hard against their faces, and your forehead hard 

against their foreheads. Like the hardest stone, harder than flint, I have made your forehead; do 

not fear them or be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. He said to me: 

Mortal, all my words that I shall speak to you receive in your heart and hear with your ears; then 

go to the exiles, to your people, and speak to them. Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD’; 

whether they hear or refuse to hear. 

 
Reader The word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm 66   BAS 871ff  

 

1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; * sing the glory of his name; sing the glory of his praise.  

2 Say to God, ”How awesome are your deeds! * because of your great strength your enemies 

cringe before you.  

3 All the earth bows down before you, * sings to you, sings out your name”  

4 Come now and see the works of God, * how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people.  

5 He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, * and there we 

rejoiced in him.  



6 In his might he rules for ever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; * let no rebel rise up 

against him.  

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * make the voice of his praise to be heard;  

8 Who holds our souls in life, * and will not allow our feet to slip.  

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * you have tried us just as silver is tried.  

10 You brought us into the snare; * you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.  

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * but you brought us 

out into a place of refreshment.  

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * which I promised 

with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.  

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; * I will give you oxen and 

goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * and I will tell you what he has done for me.  

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * and his praise was on my tongue.  

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * the Lord would not have heard me;  

17 But in truth God has heard me; * he has attended to the voice of my prayer.  

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * nor withheld his love from me. 

 

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, * show us the light of his countenance and come 

to us.  

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, * your saving health among all nations.  

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.  

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * for you judge the peoples with equity and guide 

all the nations upon earth.  

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.  

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; may God, our own God, give us his blessing.  

7 May God give us his blessing, * and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

 

Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Second Reading   Acts 10.34-43 

 

Reader            A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 

sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 

who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach 

to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All 

the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 

his name.’ 

 



Reader  The word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

Affirmation of Faith  

 

Priest    Let us confess our faith, as we say,    

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. This is the first and the great commandment.  

The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.  

There is no commandment greater than these. 

 

Intercessions   

  

Collect of the Day  

  

Priest Almighty God, you inspired Simon Peter, first among the apostles, to confess Jesus as 

Messiah and Son of the living God. Keep your Church steadfast upon the rock of this 

faith, so that in unity and peace we may proclaim the one truth and follow the one Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen.  

 

 

Collect for Parish Renewal of Faith 

 

Priest Almighty God, you have given your Holy Spirit to the Church to lead us into all truth: 

bless with the Spirit’s grace and presence the members of our Cathedral community; fill 

our hearts and minds with your vision for our life together and unite us all in your love 

that we may manifest your glory and prepare the way of your reign in our midst; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

   

Priest 

 

All  

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.   

 

Priest   God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations, 
bring you, with Peter and all the saints, 
to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  

People   

  

Amen.  



Priest 

People 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


