
 

Morning Prayer  

Wednesday January 25 2023 

Book of Alternative Services 

Conversion of St Paul 

 
The Gathering of the Community 

 

Introductory Responses 

 

Leader Blessed are you, O Christ, Son of God, you were before time began and came into the 

world to save us. Blessed are you, Sun of righteousness; you shine with the Father’s 

love and illumine the whole universe. Blessed are you, Son of Mary; born a child, you 

shared our humanity.  

People Let heaven and earth shout their praise.  

 

Leader Blessed are you, Son of David; born to rule, you received gifts from the wise men. 

Blessed are you, Son of Man; baptized by John, you saved us from ourselves. Blessed 

are you, heavenly King; teaching and preaching, healing and comforting, you 

proclaimed the kingdom.  

People Let heaven and earth shout their praise.   

 

Leader With all the voices of heaven we celebrate the coming of our Saviour  

People Let heaven and earth shout their praise.    

 

Leader With all the creatures on earth we sing and dance at his birth.  

People Praise and honour and glory to you, O Lord most high. 

 
Leader    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  
   

Silent prayer and recollection of sins.   

 

Leader Most merciful God,   

All      

   

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 

Amen.   

Priest Almighty God have mercy upon you, + pardon and deliver you from all  your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People   Amen.  

 



The Invitatory  

   

Leader           The Lord is our light and our salvation: 
People          O come, let us worship.     

 

The Souls of the Righteous Wisdom 3.1-8  BAS 80 

 

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God; * no torment shall ever touch them.  

In the eyes of the unwise they seemed to be dead, * their departure was taken for defeat,  

their going from us to be disaster; * but they are in peace.  

Though they appeared to be punished * their hope is rich in immortality.  

Small their affliction, great their blessing; * God proved and found them worthy of himself.  

Like gold in a furnace he tried them, * and accepted them as an oblation.  

In the moment of God’s coming they shall kindle into flame * and run like sparks through the 

stubble. They shall govern nations and peoples, * and the Lord shall be their ruler for ever. 

 
Leader           The Lord is our light and our salvation: 
People         O come, let us worship.     

  

The Proclamation of the Word 

  

The First Reading  Isaiah 45.18-25 

   

Reader          A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

For thus says the LORD, 
who created the heavens 
   (he is God!), 
who formed the earth and made it 
   (he established it; 
he did not create it a chaos, 
   he formed it to be inhabited!): 
I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
I did not speak in secret, 
   in a land of darkness; 
I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, 
   ‘Seek me in chaos.’ 
I the LORD speak the truth, 
   I declare what is right. 

 
Assemble yourselves and come together, 
   draw near, you survivors of the nations! 
They have no knowledge— 
   those who carry about their wooden idols, 
and keep on praying to a god 
   that cannot save. 
Declare and present your case; 
   let them take counsel together! 
Who told this long ago? 
   Who declared it of old? 



Was it not I, the LORD? 
   There is no other god besides me, 
a righteous God and a Saviour; 
   there is no one besides me. 

 
Turn to me and be saved, 
   all the ends of the earth! 
   For I am God, and there is no other. 
By myself I have sworn, 
   from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness 
   a word that shall not return: 
‘To me every knee shall bow, 
   every tongue shall swear.’ 

 
Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, 
   are righteousness and strength; 
all who were incensed against him 
   shall come to him and be ashamed. 
In the LORD all the offspring of Israel 
   shall triumph and glory. 

Reader The word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm 19  BAS 725 

 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * and the firmament shows his handiwork.  

2 One day tells its tale to another, * and one night imparts knowledge to another.  

3 Although they have no words or language, * and their voices are not heard,  

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * and their message to the ends of the world.  

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his 

chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course.  

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; * 

nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  

7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * the testimony of the Lord is sure and 

gives wisdom to the innocent.  

8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * the commandment of the Lord is clear 

and gives light to the eyes.  

9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * the judgements of the Lord are true and 

righteous altogether.  

10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * sweeter far than honey, 

than honey in the comb.  

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * and in keeping them there is great reward.  

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * cleanse me from my secret faults.  

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * then 

shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.  

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer. 



Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Second Reading  Galatians 3.1-14    

 

Reader           A reading from the Letter to the Galatians. 

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 
exhibited as crucified! The only thing I want to learn from you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing 
the works of the law or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? Having started with the Spirit, 
are you now ending with the flesh? Did you experience so much for nothing?—if it really was for 
nothing. Well then, does God supply you with the Spirit and work miracles among you by your doing 
the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard? 

Just as Abraham ‘believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness’, so, you see, those who 
believe are the descendants of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘All the Gentiles shall be blessed 
in you.’ For this reason, those who believe are blessed with Abraham who believed. 

For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who 
does not observe and obey all the things written in the book of the law.’ Now it is evident that no one is 
justified before God by the law; for ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’ But the law does not rest 
on faith; on the contrary, ‘Whoever does the works of the law will live by them.’ Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs 
on a tree’— in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that 
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

Reader  The word of the Lord.   

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

Affirmation of Faith  

 

Leader   Let us confess our faith, as we say,    

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. This is the first and the great commandment.  

The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.  

There is no commandment greater than these. 

 

Intercessions   

  

Collect of the Day  

  

Leader Almighty God, by the preaching of your servant Paul you caused the light of the gospel 

to shine throughout the world. May we who celebrate his wonderful conversion follow him 

in bearing witness to your truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen.  

 

 



Collect for Parish Renewal of Faith 

 

Leader Almighty God, you have given your Holy Spirit to the Church to lead us into all truth: bless 

with the Spirit’s grace and presence the members of our Cathedral community; fill our 

hearts and minds with your vision for our life together and unite us all in your love that 

we may manifest your glory and prepare the way of your reign in our midst; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

  

Leader 

 

All  

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.   

 

Priest   God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations, 
bring you, with Peter and Paul and all the saints, 
to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

People   

  

Amen.  

Leader 

People 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


