
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

SUNDAY CHORAL EUCHARIST 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

JANUARY 29, 2023 

CHRIST’S CHURCH CATHEDRAL, HAMILTON  

 

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our identity. It is through encountering 

God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of God. One of the glories of the Anglican Church is its liturgical 

worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words and actions through which public worship is conducted. 

 

The people’s responses are in bold. 

  

Territorial Acknowledgement  

We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee and 

Anishinaabe nations at the time of the creation of the “Dish With One Spoon” wampum 

agreement.  We honour and respect these nations and commit ourselves to walk together 

gently upon this land.  

  



The Gathering of the Community 

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal piece of music during 

which the congregation can prepare for worship.  

  

PRELUDE        Chorale prelude on ‘Deck yourself, my soul, with gladness’   JS Bach
                           
WORDS OF WELCOME  

  

OPENING HYMN         We, the Lord’s People                        CP#10  

  

We, the Lord’s people, heart and voice uniting, 

praise him who called us out of sin and darkness 

into his own light, that he might anoint us 

a royal priesthood. 

 

This is the Lord’s house, home of all his people, 

school for the faithful, refuge for the sinner, 

rest for the pilgrim, haven for the weary; 

all find a welcome. 

 

This is the Lord’s day, day of God’s own making, 

day of creation, day of resurrection, 

day of the Spirit, sign of heaven’s banquet, 

day for rejoicing. 

 

In the Lord’s service bread and wine are offered, 

that Christ may take them, bless them, break, and give them 

to all his people, his own life imparting, 

food everlasting. 

 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  

be with you all. People  

And with thy spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  

  

Almighty God,  

to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid; Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

  

THE GLORIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.    

The community may pray silently. The presider then says the collect:   

 

Living God, 

in Christ you make all things new. 

Transform the poverty of our nature 

by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

  

THE FIRST READING                Micah 6:1-8 

A reading from the book of Micah 
 

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 

voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the 

earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. "O my 

people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you 

up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you 

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you 

may know the saving acts of the Lord." "With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow 

myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year 

old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall 

I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" He has 

told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and 

to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM 15   

 

1 Lord who may / dwell in your / tabernacle? * 
Who may abide up/on your / holy / hill? 

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and / does what is / right, * 
who / speaks the / truth · from the / heart. 

3 One with no guile upon the tongue;  who does no / evil · to a / friend * 
and does not heap con/tempt up/on a / neighbour; 

4 In whose sight the wicked / is re/jected, * 
but who honours / those who / fear the / Lord. 

5 Whoever has sworn to / do no / wrong * 
and / never goes / back · on that / word; 

6 Who does not lend money in / hope of / gain, * 
nor take a / bribe a/gainst the / innocent. 

7 Whoever / does these / things * 
shall / never be / over/thrown. 

 

THE SECOND READING                                                                   1 Corinthians 1.18-31 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians   
  

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 

discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 

Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 

since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs 

and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 

of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 

weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not 

many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 

birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak 

in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that 

are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 

He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, "Let the one who 

boasts, boast in the Lord." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



GRADUAL HYMN   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise         CP# 393 (vs.1-2) 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                Matthew 5:1-12 

This reading is from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict the life, 

teachings, death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to 

show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.  

        

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 

to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 

be called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GRADUAL HYMN  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise          CP#393 (vs.3-4) 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 

in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

then wither and perish, but nought changeth thee. 

Great Source of all glory and wisdom and light, 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

all laud we would render: O help us to see 

'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

THE SERMON                                                               The Dean 

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It illuminates the 

scriptural readings and relates them to daily life.   

 

THE CREED  

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea in 

325AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist, particularly on special 

feast days, declaring our loving trust in the Triune God and exploring the relationship between the three 

“persons” of God – the Creator/Father, Jesus the Christ/Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Let us confess our faith, as we say,  

We believe in one God the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory   

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 



We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father.  

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic   

and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

  

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

  

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

The presider invites the people to confession,  

  

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 

sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. Let us confess our sins.  

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 

heart;  we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

name. Amen.  

  

The presider offers absolution and the people respond  

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

  

THE PEACE  

The community stands for the Peace.  

  

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there shall be no end.  

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you.  

And also with you.  

  

 

 

 

 



The Celebration of the Eucharist 

THE OFFERTORY  

At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of what God has given us, symbolically in the elements, and in 

our contributions towards the work of the church. All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s 

ministry of sharing God’s love with the world either by depositing your gift in the passed offertory plate or by 

donating online at www.cathedralhamilton.ca  

  

OFFERTORY HYMN  I Come with Joy                                                     CP#60 

I come with joy, a child of God, 
forgiven, loved and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall, 
in love laid down for me. 

I come with Christians far and near 
to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ's communion bread. 

As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, 
each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends. 

The Spirit of the risen Christ, 
unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 
alive among us here. 

Together met, together bound 
by all that God has done, 
we'll go with joy, to give the world 
the love that makes us one. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  

Let us pray.  

God of steadfast love, 

may our offering this day, 

by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

renew us for your service. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has 

done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 

long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last 

Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We 

begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”  

 The Lord be with you.   

And also with you.  

  

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord.  

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

  

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; you have revealed your eternal 

plan of salvation, and have shown your Son Jesus Christ to be the light of all peoples. 

Therefore with angels and archangels we raise our voices in joyful praise to proclaim the 

glory of your name.  

 

 
  

  

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made known to us 

in creation in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh Jesus your Son.    

  

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour 

and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 

stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 

righteousness, out of death into life.  

  



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples and said,  "Take eat: this is my body which is given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me."  

  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and 

said,  "Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me."  

  

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

we remember his death, 

we proclaim his resurrection, 

we await his coming in glory;  

  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine.      

  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the 

sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant.  Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.    

  

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things, in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to 

that city of light, where you dwell with all your sons and daughters, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and author of our salvation;        

by whom and with whom and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour, and glory 

are yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily bread and the 

spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection.  

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,  

Our Father in heaven,   

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,   

on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen.  

  

 

 

 

 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

  

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.   

God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.  

  

THE COMMUNION  

The gifts of God for the People of God.  

Thanks be to God.   

  

 
 
 
MUSIC AT COMMUNION Be Thou My Vision                                      Bob Chilcott 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 

Be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 

Be thou ever with me and I with thee, Lord; 

Be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 

Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

 

Be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art; 

Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be thou my vision, O ruler of all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Sending Forth of the Community 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Let us pray.  

Source of all goodness, 

in this eucharist 

we are nourished by the bread of heaven 

and invigorated with new wine. 

May these gifts renew our lives, 

that we may show your glory to all the world, 

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ 

Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.   

  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

THE BLESSING 
 

May God the Father, who led the wise men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the 

Light from light, lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. Amen. 

 

May God the Son, who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, transform your 

lives and make glad your hearts. Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, who came upon the beloved Son at his baptism in the river Jordan, 

pour out his gifts on you who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you this day and 

forever. Amen. 

  
  

CLOSING HYMN              The Kingdom of God is Justice and Joy                        CP#631 

 The kingdom of God is justice and joy, 

for Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 

God’s power and glory in Jesus we know, 

and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 

the captives are freed, the sinners find place. 

The outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet to share, 

and hope is awakened in place of despair. 

 

 

 



The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 

believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 

His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross, 

our crisis of judgement for gain and for loss. 

 

God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, 

in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 

The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 

and all things cry “Glory!” to God All-in-All. 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL  

  

We have seen his glory, the glory revealed to all the nations.    

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 

  

POSTLUDE   Prelude in G                                     JS Bach 
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