
 

 

 

SUNDAY CHORAL EUCHARIST 

 The fourth Sunday In Lent  

Mothering sunday 

MARCH 19, 2023 

At 10:30am 

 

CHRIST’S CHURCH CATHEDRAL, HAMILTON 

 

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our identity. It is through encountering 

God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of God. One of the glories of the Anglican Church is its liturgical 

worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words and actions through which public worship is conducted. 

The people’s responses are in bold.

 

Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee and 

Anishinaabe nations at the time of the creation of the “Dish With One Spoon” wampum 

agreement.  We honour and respect these nations and commit ourselves to walk together 

gently upon this land. 



The Gathering of the Community 

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal piece of music during 

which the congregation can prepare for worship. 

 
PRELUDE    Fugue in the Phrygian Mode                      Marcel Dupré 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Here in This Place                      CP# 465 

 

Here in this place new light is streaming; 

now is the darkness vanished away. 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 

brought here to you in this light of this day. 

Gather us in – the lost and forsaken; 

gather us in – the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken; 

we shall arise at the sound of our name.  
 

We are the young – our lives are a mystery; 

we are the old – who yearn for your face. 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 

called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in – the rich and the haughty; 

gather us in – the proud and the strong; 

give us a heart so meek and so lowly; 

give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

Here we will take the wine and the water; 

here we will take the bread of new birth. 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 

call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion; 

give us to eat the bread that is you; 

nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away, 

but here in this place the new light is shining; 

now is the kingdom, now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever; 

gather  us in and make us your own; 

gather us in – all peoples together, 

fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

KYRIE                                   German Mass, Franz Schubert 

        

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The community may pray silently. The presider then says the collect:  
 

Let us pray.   

Holy God, in Jesus Christ you reveal yourself to the world,  

even when we are blind to your grace.  

Open our eyes to see your transforming love in our midst,  

so that we may see your world anew;  

through Jesus Christ, the saviour who shows compassion. Amen. 

 

 

 



The Proclamation of the Word 

 

THE FIRST READING                       1 Samuel 16.1-13 
A reading from the first book of Samuel. 
 

The Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 

king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, 

for I have provided for myself a king among his sons." Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul 

hears of it, he will kill me." And the Lord said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come 

to sacrifice to the Lord.' Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 

and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you." Samuel did what the Lord 

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and 

said, "Do you come peaceably?" He said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; 

sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons 

and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely 

the Lord's anointed is now before the Lord." But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look on 

his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does 

not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart." 

Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the Lord 

chosen this one." Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the Lord 

chosen this one." Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 

"The Lord has not chosen any of these." Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And 

he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to 

Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." He sent and brought 

him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, "Rise 

and anoint him; for this is the one." Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in 

the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 

day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM 23   
The psalms are prayers that Jesus used and cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one another.  

        

 

Cantor It is you Lord who are my shepherd; * I shall not be in want. 

All You make me lie down in green pastures * you lead me be-side still waters. 

Choir You give new life to my soul * and guide me along right pathways for your 

name's sake. 

All Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

* for you are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me. 

Choir You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * you 

have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is run-ning over. 

All Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * and 

I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 
THE SECOND READING                                          Ephesians 5.8-14 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 
 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light - for 

the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is 

pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 

them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed 

by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

"Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please repeat the acclamation after the choir, and again after the verse: 

 

 

Repent, says the Lord,* for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 

 

 



THE HOLY GOSPEL                                John 9.1-41 

This reading is from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict the life, 

teachings, death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to 

show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither this man 

nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. We 

must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 

work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." When he had said this, he 

spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes, 

saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed 

and came back able to see. The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar 

began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?" Some were saying, "It is he." 

Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." But 

they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went 

and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not 

know." They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to 

ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I 

washed, and now I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does 

not observe the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such 

signs?" And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about 

him? It was your eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet." The Jews did not believe that 

he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had 

received his sight and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 

does he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born 

blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 

Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." His parents said this because they were afraid 

of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah 

would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." So for 

the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory to 

God! We know that this man is a sinner." He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. 

One thing I do know, that though I was  

 

 



blind, now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 

He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Do you also want to be-come his disciples?" Then they reviled him, saying, "You 

are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but 

as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." The man answered, "Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We 

know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and 

obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of 

a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered 

him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?" And they drove him out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." 

Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." He said, "Lord, 

I believe." And he worshipped him. Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgement so that 

those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind." Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?" Jesus said to 

them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin 

remains." 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

THE SERMON            The Right Reverend Dr. Terry Brown      

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It illuminates the 

scriptural readings and relates them to daily life. 

           
THE CREED 
The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea in 
325AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist, particularly on special 
feast days, declaring our loving trust in the Triune God and exploring the relationship between the three 
“persons” of God – the Creator/Father, Jesus the Christ/Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

We believe in one God the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

 



 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory   

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father.  

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic   

and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the universal church, the 
nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those 
who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are a part of a larger 
fellowship, the Church – the Body of Christ. 
 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
The presider invites the people to confession. 
 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God will not despise.  

Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, and acknowledge our transgressions in 

penitence and faith. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  we have not loved our neighbour as 

ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

The presider offers absolution and the people respond 

 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and  

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
The community stands for the Peace. 
 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ who 

has given us access to his grace. 

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
                       

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

THE OFFERTORY 
At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of what God has given us, symbolically in the elements, and in 
our contributions towards the work of the church.  
 

OFFERTORY HYMN Just As I Am              CP# 615 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou biddest me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

yea, all I need, in thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 



 

Just as I am, and waiting not 

to rid my soul of one dark blot, 

to thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am – thy love unknown 

has broken every barrier down- 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Let us pray. 

Spring of life and Source of goodness, 

receive all we offer you this day, 

and bring us to the living water, 

Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has 
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last 
Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We 
begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.” 
 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Worship and praise belong to you, maker of light and darkness. Your wisdom draws beauty 

from chaos, brings a harvest out of sorrow and leads the exiles home. In Christ your Son, 

enemies are reconciled, debts forgiven and strangers made welcome.  

 

Your Spirit frees us to live as sons and daughters in our Father’s house. We who by Christ's 

power follow the way of the Cross, sharing the joy of his obedience, now offer you our praise, 

with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing the hymn of your 

unending glory: 



 

 

Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father, for Christ in whom the world is 

reconciled. Lifted on the Cross, his suffering and forgiveness spanned the gulf our sins had 

made. Through that dark struggle death was swallowed up in victory, that life and light might 

reign.  

 

Before he was given up to suffering and death, recalling the night of Israel's release, the night 

in which the sons of Egypt died, your Chosen One, himself the First-Born, freely offered his 

life.  

 

At supper with his disciples he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and 

gave it to them, saying: "Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you." 

 

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying:  "Drink this, 

all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins 

may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me." 

 



 

We now obey your Son's command. We recall his blessed passion and death, his glorious 

resurrection and ascension; and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. Made one with him, 

we offer you these gifts and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice.  
 

Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and 

this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, they may be the Body and Blood of 

your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your love and renewed for the service of 

your Kingdom.  
 

Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your praise 

and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new creation, we enter 

into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, and prophets, and of all our 

brothers and sisters living and departed. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in 

whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world 

without end.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily bread and the 
spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 
 

 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

We break this bread, 

Communion in Christ’s body once broken.   
 

Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying.   

If we have died with him, we shall live with him;   

if we hold firm, we shall reign with him.  

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God.  
 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

MUSIC AT COMMUNION Ave, verum corpus                                  Edward Elgar 

Hail, true body, born of the Virgin Mary; you truly suffered,  

and were slain on the cross for the human race. 

Your pierced side flowed with true blood; may we have a  

foretaste of you, in the ordeal of death. 

O merciful, O kind, O sweet Jesu, Son of Mary. 
 

The Sending Forth of the Community 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

God of our pilgrimage, 

we have found the living water. 

Refresh and sustain us 

as we go forth on our journey, 

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ 

Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE BLESSING 

 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow 

him; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you this day 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  God of Mercy, God of Grace                               CP# 341 

God of mercy, God of grace, 

show the brightness of your face; 

shine upon us, Saviour, shine; 

fill your church with light divine; 

and your saving health extend 

unto earth's remotest end. 

Let the people praise you, Lord; 

be by all that live adored; 

let the nations shout and sing 

glory to their Saviour King; 

at your feet their tribute pay, 

and your holy will obey. 

Let the people praise you, Lord; 

earth shall then its fruits afford, 

God to us all blessings give, 

we to God devoted live; 

all below and all above 

one in joy and light and love. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  Fugue in G minor                Marcel Dupré  
 

 

 

 

 

 



PERMISSIONS 
 

Introduction to Confession, Introduction to the Peace and Blessing is from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000). 
Church House Publishing, London. pp 308,309. 

Eucharistic Prayer is Prayer 3 from The Scottish Liturgy (1982). Representative Church Council of the Scottish Episcopal Church, Edinburgh. 

The Collect of the Day is taken from Propers Working Group (2016). 
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